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RECENT DEVELOPMENT 

Recently, young chip startup AheadComputing reported raising $21.5M in seed funding for their RISC-

V-based CPU solutions. The group, founded by several former Intel CPU engineers and executives, 

acquired funding led by Eclipse Ventures as well as former Apple and Tesla chip architect Jim Keller.  

AheadComputing is working to develop innovative solutions to the CPU power and efficiency issues of 

AI-centered hardware. According to AheadComputing CEO Debbie Marr, the RISC-V ISA, of which 

several of AheadComputing’s founding members have considerable experience, brings multiple 

advantages to the endeavor. RISC-V, as Marr posits, has “plenty of room for innovation” as its open, 

unowned ecosystem can allow for a greater breadth of contributory knowledge and design 

opportunities. She maintains that this is an opportune moment for RISC-V innovation as it can avoid 

licensure, proprietary, and provisional roadblocks associated with alternatives like Arm or x86. The 

demand for a performance enhancement strategy within the AI/HPC space is mounting, as many 

organizations reportedly are beginning to face performance or efficiency issues within their newly 

adopted AI workloads.  

ANALYST COMMENT 

There is no doubt that GPUs have dominated the headlines and conversations surrounding AI 

compute provisioning and support. However, computing power sourced from CPUs remains a critical 

element in end-to-end AI workflow function and performance. While buy-in on the theoretical 

usefulness of AI is high, technical complexity and efficiency issues, which vary greatly from application 

to application, are quickly driving the demand for innovation in areas like cost, bandwidth, power, and 

processing capability, especially among the supportive yet fundamental CPU resources.  

Combining RISC-V with AI efficiency is a natural fit. The fast paced, relatively unexplored area of 

AI/HPC integration, of which open-source software is already being used with a plurality among HPC 

users, benefits from the open ecosystem of RISC-V. With technical issues and complexity being top-

of-mind as challenges faced by HPC organizations integrating AI capability, use of a non-proprietary, 

unlicensed CPU solution to this growing problem is a well-timed and potentially high-value offering.  
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